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SUBJECT: Officer Involved Shooting of Travis Leo Hayes, FDLE# PE-27-0125

This review is based upon the findings contained in Florida Department of Law Enforcement
Investigative Report # PE-27-0125.

THE FACTS:

On May 1 2019, the Walton County Sheriff's Office receivec a call related to an aggravated batery
taking place at 4156 State Highway 20 East in Freeport, Florida.  The calier, Keith Ostfeld, advised that
one of his tenanis, Travis Hayes had attacked ancther tenant, Francis Muldowney, with a kofe, Thus
lacation contains several individual bedrooms with common areas shared by all tenants.

Watton County Deputy Sheriff David Sanders and Karagan Hatley responded to ine scene.  Deputy
Sanders was equipped with body-worn camera and recorded all contact, The officers made contact with
Ostfele and Muldowney and confirmed that Travis Hayes had attacked Muidowney.  The officers observed
cuts and biood on Muldownay.

The deputies then entered the building to make contact with Travis Hayes. The entrance 1o the
buiiding is a common area which then leads down narrow hallways to the bedroom areas A commaon
kitchen area is located in the back of the building.  The deputies proceaded towards the common kitchen
area where they couid hear shouting from the kitchen area.  The deputies made contact with Travis Hayes.
who was standing in the kifchen area alone

Travis Hayes was hoiding a knife and was very agitated. Deputy Sanders then advised Hayes ¢ put
the knife down and step over to hm to talk with him.  Hayes responded with profanities towards the officer
and continued with his agitated responses. Deputy Sanders attempled to speak with Hayes for
approximately 35 seconds, asking Hayes to step away from the knife and speak with him. Maves refused
and continued to become more agitated and hostile towards Deputy Sanders. Hayes then suddenly
grabbed the knife again and started towards Deputy Sanders in an aggressive manngr.  Hayes began
advancing on Deputy Sanders while yeiling that Deputy Sanders “didn’t have anything but a Taser  whie
pointing the knife at Deputy Sanders.  Both deputies putled their firearms. yelling far Hayes (o pud the kne
down multiple times.  Hayes refused to put the knife down and yelled that the deputies "did not have guns
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and f they did, fire them ™ Whie making these statements. Hayes was hitting the knife blade aganst the
wall 11 an agdated manner,

Deputy Sanders had backed away from Hayes and changed from nis firearm o his Taser Hayes
moved back into the xitchen area. Deputy Sanders continued frying 1o get Hayes o put the knife down
amdtalk to im.  Hayes continued to refuse and continued 10 become more agitated.  Mayes then sutidenty
came out of the kitchen advancing on Deputy Sanders  Deputy Sanders yelied muitipie times for Haves
o stop and pul the knife down. Hayes refused and advanced quickly towards Depuly Banders, Deputy
Sanders deployed his Taser as Hayes approached  The Taser had no effect upon Hayes and he continued
advancing Wowards Deputy Sanders with the knife. Depuly Sanders was quickly backing away from Haves
ana changed back 1o his firearm Depuly Sanders continuad yelling for Hayes 1o siop as he backed away,
Hayes velled for Deputy Sanders 1o shioot sach time he was oid 1o ston. Hayes increased his speed
soming towards Depuly Sanders. Al that me. Deputy Sanders feed Mg weapon, striking Hayes three
mes,

Deputy Sanders and Deputy Hatlley immediately requesied assistance and medical persannel. VWalion
County Emergency Medical Services arrived and ransported Hayes (o Healthmark Regional Mospital in
DeFumak Springs where he was pronounced decaased.

1S540

Yias Wallon County Depuly Sherlf David Sanders justified in using deadly force againgt Travis Leo
Hayes?

LAV

when there are specific articulable facts which taken together with rational mferences from those fasis
reascnably juslify the detention

Flonda Statute 776 051 states that a person 1§ not justified in the use or threatened use of foree (0 resist
an arrest by a law erforcement officer. or (o ressst a law enforcement officer who is engaged inthe execution
of a legal duty, f the law enforcement officer was acling in good faith and he or she s known o raasonadly
appaars, 10 be a law anforcement officer

Florida Statete 776 .08 provides that a law enforcement officer need nol refreatl or des:st from efforts to
make a lawlul arrest hecause of resistance or treatened resistance o the arrest.  The officer « justifed
w1 the use of any force which ke or she reasonably belisves 1o be necessary to defend himself or another
from sodily harm while making an arrast.

Flonda Statute 776.012 states thal a person is wsified in using or threatenng o use deadly force i he
or she reasonably hekeves that using or threatening to use such force 1§ necessary o preventimminent
deatt or greal bodily harm to humsell or herself or another or to prevent the imminent commission o a
forcibie felony

CONCLUSION

On May 1. 2019 Walton County Depuly David Sanders responded to a call of an aggravated hatlery
committed by Travis Leon Hayes  While making contact with Travis Hayes, Hayes armed himself with a
deadly weapon. Despite numerous clear lawful commands o put the knife down, Hayes advanced
towards Deputy Sanders in an aggressive manner.  The actions of Hayes holcing the knife in a threatening
manrer, yeiling for Depuly Sanders to shoot and advancing 1o within just a few feet away from Depaty
Sanders as he threatened, placed Deputy Sanders i reasonable fear of imminent harm 1o nimself and



others  The actions of Deputy Sanders in the shooting of Travis Hayes were justified. The shooting of
Travis Hayes was the result of 3 justified use of deadly force and no crimingl charges shoutd be filed agains!
Waltan County Deputy Shenff David Sanders

Respectfully submitted,

Joshua A Mitchell
Assistant State Attorney



